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| REVEREND SIR, 
DEEPLY VP > 0p with the solemn 
truths contained in the, sexrman, preached after the funeral of 
Miss Avex, and solicitous for the promotion of early piety, 
&e ladies of your society venture go request a copy for the 
press. As this sermon was occasioned by the early death of 
one of gur number, we hope, Sir, no other apology necessa-* 
ry for this application. While we affectionately remember 
him, who, with such fidelity and impressiveness, has 50 fre- . 
quently enforced upon our minds the OF eh of religionz 
the beauty 6f holiness, may we not be unmindful of that lr 


greitduty—-/0 remember and tove our Creator. 
Haverhill, IG 19, 1802, 


TO THE LADIES OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY, WHICH L 
HAVE, THE HAPPINESS TQ SERVE IN THE GOSPEL. | as 
LADIES, W 
THE request contained in your letter 
| you support by reasons, which I cannot resist; I readily 
E- comply with it. The defecrs of a sxermong written in ill health 
and great haste, I will forget in the hope that it may be bless- 
ed to render lasting those i impressions, which you think were 
made at the tim@of delivery. At the leasr, it may ſerve as a 
remembraneer of the| peculiarly solemn and affecting Scenes 
of that day, which lent their imprexsive aid to the sermon. 

The personal respect and affection and the general seri- 
| ousness, exhibired on this occasion," are affecting circum- 
b, Stances to your Pastor; and he sincerely joins you in the 
; prayerful wish that you may never be unmindful of that firs: 
great duty=-to remember and love your Creator. 

ABLEL ABBOT, 


Haverbill, April 1 9, 1862. 


KETGEICESIY ACE RCCSTIPITY 


FUNERAL SERMON, 


ECCLESTASTES XI. rx, 


REMEMBER Now THY CREATG6R IN THE DAYS OF THY 
YOUTH, WHILE THE EVIL DAYS COME NOT, -NOR THE 


YEARS DRAW NIGH, WHEN THOU SHALT SAY, I HAVE 


NO PLEASURE IN THEM. 


AS the text, fo the foHowing dif- 
courſe, is addreſſed wholly to the young in this afs 
fembly. May the bleſſed Spirit of God ſet homs 
upon your hearts what ſhall now be ſaid. I con» 
feſs to you that I never addreſs you in particular, 
but with a conſiderable hope of effeR. 'Yourh is 
the ſeaſon of impreſſions ; your hearts are render; 
your affections are quick ; your perception is 
ſtrong and lively, Aﬀecting ſubjeQs, preſented 
to you, are intereſting ; their effe& is inſtantly: 
manifeſt irr your countenances, which color with 
your feelings, and in'your eyes, which are nor un» 
Irequent] y filled with tears. Thoſe reaſons, which 
maks 
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make ir particularly your duty to attend to religion, 
while young, make it the duty of yaur religious in- 
ſtrucor to pay parricular attention to you. Of 
this, I hope you w:ll bear me wigneſs, I have not 
been wholly negligent.---If your minds are at all 
times apt to impreſſions, they muſt be doubly fo 
today. If you were even cold and dull on com- 
mon occaſions, you would feel on this, If death 
and eternity have appeared to you remote reali- 
ties, they are broughe near to you now; you have 
feen the power of death on 9722 of your number and 
ber ſpirit has winged its flight into. eternity. Ic 
were [trapge indecd, if you ſhould remain uncouch- 
ed by theſe things. But youarenort; a combing 
tion of circumſtances renders this death peculiarly 
affecting to very many. Some of you were united 
ro her by the cender ties of family loye. Many of 
you ſtood in natural relation to her, if not very 
near, yet it was Jear, Many were pleaſingly con- 
rected with her in learning the heavenly art of 
fnging the divine praiſes ; while in health you reſ- \ 
rified your reſpect by ſele&ing her as one of your / 
teaders.; /and now the is dead, you manifeſt your 
affection and gricf by the badges'of mourning for 
 Heras a ſiſter. This then is an occaſion too p rec- 
ious for me to Joſe; while death, and eternity, 
and zeayen are by/this event much and ſolemnly in 
your minds, I will tell you how ro prepare for. 
them, Liſten; conſider; remember. 
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The text preſents to you three things to be cons 
fidered. 
1 A duty. 


II. The pecut;ar ſeaſon of it, 


III. Reaſons for attending to it now. 


- 
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I. Aduty: Remember ihy Creator. This is 
| a great duty, and by the influence ir is calculated 
to have upon you, may be conſidered the princi- 
ple of all religion. No doubt Solomon intended 
in that large ſenſe to have it underſtood in this paſſ- 
age. To remember is to keep in mind. To have 
God in your thoughts habitually muſt keep you 
from /in, and move you to duty. Iris a juſt and 
| ſtrong deſcription of the wicked---God is not in all 
their thoughts. This is the reaſon, why they feel 
no reſtraint, why they dare to inſult his name with 
blaſphemy, and to trample on his laws with bold 


defiance. 


Let me entreat you to diſcharge this great and 
comprehenſi ive duty, As the firſt ſtep to be taken, 
gain a true notion of God. Miſtake not his na- 
ture ; leave gut of your idea of God no one of his 

grrributes. Confi der him in a tranſcendent and in- 
finite degree, great, wiſe, good ; juſt, holy, irut. 

Eecave out one of theſe traits, and you have not the 

\ jdea 
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idea of God 3 and the influenee your minds 
of remembering him would be ——_ might be 
loſt ; might be even pernicious. Conſider Him 
great and mighty, but not good, then what horrible 
rerrors muſt ruſh upon your minds. You would 
then ſee his amazing power armed with vengeance, 
which no ſubmiſſion could ſoften, which no inno- 
cence or goodneſs itſelf could difarm. Conſider 
him good, but not holy, juſ?, or true, which words 
are much alike in fignitieation, as applied to G6d. 
What effe& upon you would the remembrance of 
him as ſuch 2 Being obtain ? You would not fear 
him. You would prefume, let your conduct be 
3s it might, that you ſhould find ,refuge in his good- 
ne/s from every evil, from everv > av wank of 
your ill deſerr. $0 to remember God, would ren-. 
der you tenfold more wicked. 


This is ſufficient to ſuggeſt to you the neceſſity 
of obraining in the firſt phice a ju/# norion of God. 
This do by. your bibles. Search the [criprares ; 
they are they, which teſtify of Him. The more you. 
read, the more you will comprehend of this infinite 
Being. We are told more of Him im that book, 
than all the world have or could diſcover by rea- 
ſoning and conſidering his works. Reefon en- 
quires; but often doubts or hefiraregyon this and 
that point concerning God. Scripture ſpeaks out. 
clearly ; and irs deciſion is ceriaim. Read the bi- 
ble therefore much and often 60 learn whar you are 
#0 
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to believe concerning God. Thus fixing in your” 
minds the corre& idea of God, revolve ir continu- 
ally. ' Have it always at hand for uſe. Wherev- 
er you are, be impreſſed wich ir according to your 
circumſtances. It will prompt you to every 
duty. Is it morning ? are you riſing our % 
your beds, on which you have been protete 

and refreſhed ? Remember God ; and gratefully 
fall upon your kneesto thank Zim for your ſafery 
and comfore, Is ir night? and are you abour to 
forget yourſelves in fleep? Remember God, your 
Creator, the Warchman, who never {lumbers nor 
| ſleeps; and ſupplicate Him to remember and 
guard you. Arg you in ſafety ? acknowledge 
God's providence, as the means of ir. ' Are you in” 
danger? immediately look to Him for deliverance. 
Are you ſick ? ;hrough all means look to his pow- 
er alone to heal you. Are you dying? (thartime 
will come) look co Him to give you eternal life.--- 
Through the ſucceſſive hours of the day, think on 
God, that wether you eat, or drink, or whatever 
you do, you may do all to his glory. Say often 
with yourſelves in the words of Hagar---Thou, Cod, 
ſeeſt me ! "This thoughr will arouſe you our of in- 
dolence ; ir will ſtimulate you to duty. You will 
think you have never done enough to pleaſe ſuch 
an Inſpector. gYou will be humbled that you do 
ſo lictle ; you ſend up a frequent petition for 


His help, that you may be enabled ro do more and 
to do better, 


B As 
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As it will prompt you to every duty, ſo the re 
membrance of God will re/trajn you from every 
ſin ; it will defeat your temptations. Whatever 
be your enticement to ſin, remember your Creator, 
and exclaim with yourhful Joſeph---Zow can I ao 
ihis great wickedneſs and' fin againſt God! Is 
there a temptation fo ſtrong, /o violent, as not to 
give back, when met by this confideratidn ? 
Wherever you-may be, it is of equal force. Yow 
can retire into. fecrecy from the eye of men; and 
this is commonly done by the iniquitous and the 
lewd. Bur when you zre retired, remember---God 
is there---your abominations, your pollutions are 
naked before Him. You af in his preſence ; if 

you fin, he will be a ſwift witneſs inthe day of judg- 
ment againſt you. Did you always remember 
your Creator, I think you muſt ceaſe from ../ir. 
There-are few, who are not much reſtrained by the 
prefence of men. If they be men of reſpe&t, men: 


of piety, a ſinner, ſomewhat hardened, bluſhes ro- 


offend them by words of blaſphemy or deeds of 
pollution, Bur what is the moſt honorable man, 
what the holieſt fainr, compared' with the holy 
One ? Thar the ſinner is not abaſhed infinitely 
more by the preſence of God' is that he forgets. 
Him. He does not think Him preſent; he has no 
realizing ſenſe, no conviftion that He ſees him. 


. In darkneſs he thinks himfelf unſeen; in privacy 


he feels alone ; and this deluſion is his temptation, 
Could he fin ? did he remember---7}at the dark-" 
neſs: 


IT 
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neſs atid the light ate both alike to God---That 
' there is no place where the workers of iniquity 
may hide themſelves. Having mentioned ſome- 
thing of the duty, en in che text, let us now 
conlider ; 


II. The ſeaſon of life peculiarly aſſigned to it. - 


The ſeaſon is declared in thoſe terms---10w--<in 
the days of thy youth.” By this we are not to ſuppoſe 
that ic is a duty, from which others are exempted. 
Far from this ; Solomon's objectclearly is this, to 
have our wh/o/e lives brought under the influence 
of a continual remembrance of God. To effect 
this objeR, he earneftly exhorrs the young to ſub- 
mitcoit; well knowing that if they fix the habir at 
their age, there is the faireſt probability that ic will 
be permanentas life, | Knowing the propenſity of 
the young to think there is rime enough yet; to 
ſay © a lictle more pleaſure, a lictle longer indal- 
gence in fin; and chen we will be ſerious and ſo- 
berminded ;”” he charges them not to defer it. 
Remember now thy Creator ir the days of thy. 
youth. Ir is not.a moment too ſoon to begin; 
and then proceeds to give reafons---which we 
will now conlider. 


INI. Fhile the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt ſay I have no pleaſure 
inihem. 


What 
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What is to be underſtood by theſe clauſes may 
be ſeen in the context, which'is a figurative de- 
ſcription of old age and death. Of o/4 age---when 
the ſenſes ſhall be impaired; the Aura ſhacter- 


ed; rrifles become burthens ; ſtraws be obitacles; 


and the frame languiſh with diſeaſes : and of Jearh, 
which ſhall come to cloſe the ſad train of mortal e- 
vils, the duſt returning to the duſt as it was, and 
the ſpirit returning to God, who gave it. The ar- 
gumenrt of Solomon is plainly this---<*Defernot re- 
ligion to old age; ir is the moſt unfit ſeaſon in the 
world, ſhould you attain'it. Deferred till then, 
you will have no heart and mind to duty. - The 
lighteſt obſtacles will then ſtop you ; ſmall diffi- 


culties will perplex you. And in the midſt of. 


your feeble efforts, ſhould you wthen pyr them 
forth, death will ſurprize you.” To this picture of 
old age Solomon reſorts to arouſe the attention of , 
the young to religion, He bids them not put 0- 
ver their good reſolutions to be executed in ſo un- 
hopeful a time as this. He virtually ſays his is 
your time 20, in2 the days of youth, and probably 
your ONLY time 70 rememper your Creator. 


Having preſented to you Solomon's general ar- 
gument, [et me now dilcuſs particular ones, impli- 
ed in ir. 


1. Youth is the beſt time to —begin religion. 
Religion will never be ſo eaſy to you, as it now is. 


It 
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k is true, you have ardent feelings at this age and 
warm paſſions, which you may find no ſmall diffi- 
eulry to reſtrain, and which it may coſt you ſome 
mortification ro deny. But think you, .if theſe 
ſhould paſs off with youth, that others as ſtrong, as 
evil, and as hard to ſubdue will not ſucceed ro their 
place ? I may aſſure you they will. More; your 
difficulties will thicken upon you. The indul- 
gence of your youthful paſſions will lend a vigor 
to your manly ones. Having been the captive of 
ene company of enemies, you will fall the ſurer 
prey to the next, which aſſails you. Loſe the vic-' 
tory in youth, and you will have little ſtrength or 
courage to attempt one in manhood. Bur a tri- 
umph over youthful paſſions and lufts, will bring 
you into manhood with every advantage to purſue 
the war,with ſucceſs againſt every fpiricual adver- 
fary which in ſucceſſion may come to try you. . 


2. Youth is the kappieſ? time for religion. Re- 
Jigion is a matter, which has:much to do with the 
heart and affe&tions ; and when are theſe ſo apt to 
their offices, as when you are young? [Veyer, If 
you remember your Creator, never may you Cx- 
pe&t more impreſſive views. of Him than now ; 
views which ſhall awaken your awe, your grati- 
tude, your love, your devotion. As your aftec- 
tions are quick and ſtrong towards their human 
objects, ſo will they be rowards the divine, if you 
take the pains to ſet them. In religion therefore 

you 
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you can nw take the moſt comfort, if you give 
your heart to ir; that is, much more comfort, than 
you can expedt, if you ſhould have the grace to 
begin it later in life, when your hearc will have be- 
come colder and your affeRions leſs ſuſceptible. 


Religion in youth prepares you for a happy 
aG——_ life, Religion is often in ſcripture 


compared to a warfare. The figure is juſt and 
ftriking. Ifthen in youth you are religious; if, 
as to be religious implies, you have in a good de- 
gree ſubdued your paſlions, and have formed holy 
habits; if the greaz point has been carried, you 
have peace, x ſweer peace for the reſt of your life 
of trial. Not indeed 2 perfet? peace ; this is re- 
| ferved ſor heaven. To continue the figure, you 
- will have conflicts, but in theſe you will he com- 
Y monly viorious ; and if at times you fall, you will 
riſe again, Your ſtate will be peace cothpared 
with chat of the wicked; they are in a continual 
conllit, conſcience ever ſtruggling and ever fup- 
' preſſed, though not without infliting deep 
wounds in the heart. But greaz peace haye they, 
who love thy holy law, and nbthing 5hall offend 
them. 


- 4- Religion in youth is a ſecurity 2gainſh. the &- 
vils of alarmed ſickneſs and of hopeleſs death. 
_ They, who viſiy much among the ſick and dying, 
know the value, the. comfort of this ſecurity. I- 


will 
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will not deſcribe ro you in contraſt the ſaint and 
finner, ſick and dying. I will nor pretend to relt 
you all the peace and contentment of the former 3 
it is not to: be truly deſcribed, but by him, who 
feels it : nor all the conviction, ſelf condemnarion, 
keen regret, and horrid apprehenſion of the larrer z 
theſe no tongue can deferibe, but his, who has felc 
them. Bur often have I chought, were immortali- 
ty an illuſion and there be no- heaven beyond the” 
grave, itis worth a whole life of effort and ſelfdeni- 
al---t0 die as a chriſtian. This ſeems to be the 
point, which Solomon urges ;* Remember,  fays 
he, remember thy Creator, before the Ev1L days 
come, in which thou ſhale have no pleaſure. To 
remember him ten will be only to fill you with' 
terror if you forget him now. If you forger God” 
now, thegays, which are coming will be truly &- 
vil; eyiÞby thoſe troubles, which your ſins wilt 
occaſion to you ; and evil on account of ſickneſs 
and death. "Remembering Godin youth will pre-- 


vent the former, and take away the ting of the lar- 
ter. Lerme add once more; 


5. Youth is the only time of religion, which is 
ecrtain to you, This is an argument think of ir- 
reſiſtible importance. Whar, is eternity certain? 
Are heaven and hell realities ? Will the judgment 
ſet to decide, who ſhall go into each ? Are you on * 


_ the road to one or the other? Is the journey ſhort F 


is the preſenc moment your only certain time ? 
And 
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Andean you loſe ir,and coolly run the infi nite rizk? 
« There, may be another opportunity.” Yes; 


' butarezhe/e things to be reſted on contingencies ? 


Will you build your hope upon & 7here may be 


_ another opportunity ?”” If youwaſte the beſtea- 


ſon of religion ; if you deſpiſe the happieſt ſeaſon, 
when will you find another ? God only knows 
whether there be another. Grieve the Spirir of 
God-and he will leave you, and your fate is then 
certain. Provoke God, and he may ſuddenly ſtop 
that life, which you ſpend in loving pleaſure more, 
than in loving Him. 


And now tell me, is there one in this aſſembly of 
the young, who can hold out againſt theſe conſid- 
erations? Ought they not to be ſufficient to bring 
you to a deliberate fixed refolution this day to re- 
member your Creator? Or, muſt I reſort to the 
occaſion of this diſcourſe ? Muſt I point you to the 
grave, which you have juſt ſeen opened to receive 
one of your number and to encloſe her till the 
morning of the reſurre&jon ? This is .an appeal 
which all of you muſt ſeel, and very many of. you 
feel perhaps too tenderly. - Let this death not be 
forgotten ; and the impreſſions, made by it upon 
your minds, never be loſt. Two thingsI think ir 
ſhould reach you---that youth is not too ſoon 10 feel 
the power of religion---and that a moment later 
may be t00 late; heramiable life, and her calm, re- 
ons; hopelul ſickneſs prove the fr/? ; her early 

death 
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death demonſtrates the laſt. If ſhe had a wiſh to 
live it was but for one reaſon; that ſhe might live. 
more to the honor of her Savior. Life had not a 
charm for her but zaat ; it was yanity in her eyes. 
And hall ic have charms of every kind, buz rhis, for 
you ? Take wiſdom from dying lips. Live to that 
purpoſe, for which alone the had a wiſh to live. 
Remember your Creator and honor your Savior. 


To thoſe young perſons, who were conſtantly 
with her in her illneſs, of who were frequent in 
their viſits, let me ſay; you have been affeQting- 
ly inſtructed. You have ſeen the uncertainty of 
life and the worth of. a hope, the foundation of 
which endures examination. Would you wiſh to 
contemplate death at no great diſtance, advancing 
with a ſteady and certain ſtep, and yet not tremble ? 
See that you immediately have on chriſtian armor 
ro meet him. While in health read and love the 
{criprures, and be conſtant in ſecret prayer, 


Shewas a /:/er to many in this aſſembly, who 
Joved her, and who have exerted that talent, which 
they culcivated in ſchool with her, to honor and 
render more impreſſive her funeral. Is it not then 
particularly incumbent on you of the choir of 
{lingers to improve this admonition of Providence? 
In the autumn of rhe year, ſhe probably as little 
expected ro be numbered among ſpirits in the 


ſpring, as any of you. Bur her voice is filent in the 


ſong of praile ; ſhe no longer delights or is delight- 
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edamong you by ſweer ſounds. Yet, hark !-do 
younot hear herin the ſong aboye ? where your 
love and charity have believed her gone. Arleaſt 
do you not #magine her already charmed and en- 
gaged in the ſongs of heaven ? We know not how 
ſpirics utter their joyful praifes, nor how they liſ- 
ten to the anthems of glory ; yer doubtleſs the 
faints are inſtantly employed and wrapped into ec- 
ſtacy on admillion among the ſpirirs of juſt men 
made perfe&t, If you indulge the pleaſing thoughe 
that your companion has arrived to thar joy, pre- 
pare to rejoin her. Cultivate your hearts with as 
much care, and endeayor to impart to them as much 
ſweetneſs, as to your voices. Your ſacred art 
ſhould improve you in religion, Ir is a mean of 
grace ; ling always with devorion, Feel the praiſes 
you utrer 3 and {ive as devoutly as you ſing. 


Witt, a few words more ret all the young, apply- ' 
ing the ſubje&, I cloſe. Let the exhorration of 


_ Solomon and the voice of God in this funeral make 


the - moſt: laſting impreſſions. on - all your minds. 


Let them d&erermine you what to do. ' Reſolve nor 


faintly, but firmly, irreverſibly reſolve, to remem- 
ber your Creator. Let this be a principle of uni- | 


verſal efficacy. Letic operate in ſecrerandin pub- 


lic, day and night. Letir be your motive ro duty, 
and your check ro temptation. Form xow the hab» . 


_ itof remembering Him. You have every motive 


to it, which can affe& the hearr. Itis the beſt time z 


ic is the aappic/? ſeaſon of life boy religion; it will 
- prepare 
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prepare you for years of peace and contentment; 
ſor crue and ſecure comfort in all the remainder of 
your lives. Ir will be your ſecurity againſt 
thoſe dreadful evils---an alarmed, fearful ſickneſs, 
and an aw/ul, hopeleſs death. Religion is your 
guard, your only guard againſt ſurpriſe. Loſe this 
time, and all may be loſt. There is no promiſe of 
another time. {Vow is the accepted time, behold 
now is the day of ſalvation. Hatch, for ye know 
not what hour your Lord doth come. Stand with 
your loins girded and your lamps trimmed and 
burning. Be ready ; for in ſuch an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh. He will come, and his 
reward is with him. Even /o, come, Lord Feſus ! 
AMEN. 


— 


LINES, SELECTED AND SET TO MUSIC BY- MR. HOLYOXKE, 
AND PERFORMED BY THE CHOIR AFTER SERMON. 


HARK ! ſhe bids all her Friends|Sweert Soul, we leave thee to thy 


adicu; _ Reft, 
Some Angel calls her to the{Enjoy,thy JESUS and thy God, 
Spheres ; Till we, from Bands of Clay re- 


Our Eyes the radiant Saint pur- 
ſue 
Thro* liquid Teleſcopes of Tears. 


Farewel, bright ſoul, a ſhort Fare- 
wel, 

Till we ſhall meet again above 

In the ſweet Groves where Pleaſ- 
ares dwell, 

And Trees of Life bear Fruits of 


leaſt, | 
Spring out and climb the ſhining 


Road. 


While the dear Duſt ſhe leaves 
behind 

Sleeps” in 
Tomb ! 

Soft be her Bed, her Slumbers 
kind, 


thy boſom, ſacred” 


Love. | 


| "*. 
= 


And all her Dreams of Joy to 
come. 


